
 
 

Community Outreach: Outcomes Report 

Lung Cancer Education and Smoking Cessation 
 

Background: 

Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in the U.S., causing over 438,000 deaths per 

year. In 2015, an estimated 15.1% (36.5 million) U.S. adults were cigarette smokers. Smoking-

related illness in the United States costs more than $300 billion a year. In the State of Florida, the 

adult smoking rate in 2015 is higher than the national average, and is at 15.8% (2,554,200). The 

annual health care costs in Florida directly caused by smoking $8.64 billion. In 2010, the 

prevalence of smoking in Volusia and Flagler counties are higher than the national and state 

averages 

 

 

Rationale 
This has been listed as a key community health concern.   This is a significant hospital initiative that we  
are continuing for the next 3 years due to the amount of smoking and lung cancer in our community.    
We have had progress in our efforts in 2016 and will continue to track during 2017. 
 

Strategies: 

a. Local organization partnership: 

o Northeast Florida Area Health Education Council 

o AHEC Provides Tools to Quite and the Quit Smoking Now Curriculum 

 

b. Facility Actions: 

o Each facility partners with AHEC 

http://www.lung.org/stop-smoking/smoking-facts/health-effects-of-smoking.html


o Classes are promoted and held at the facility  

o Patients are actively referred to AHEC 
b. Community Health Needs Assessment Data 

 

 



 

 

c. OUTCOMES 



FH DELAND 2016 Activities that were cost-free 

o 4 classes (January – November) were held at FH Deland 78 community members 

attended  

FH FISH 2016 Activities that were cost-free 

o 5 classes (January – November) were held at FH Fish; 33 community members 

attended  

FH FLAGLER 2016 Activities that were cost-free 

o 6 classes (January – November) were held at FH Flagler 74 community members 
attended  

FH MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER 2016 Activities that were cost-free 

o 9 classes (January – November) were held at FH Memorial and Oceanside 66 

community members attended  

 

In total, 31 classes were held and 326 members attended.   

 

 



 

EFFECTIVENESS OF PROGRAM 

AHEC does not have the information on attendees who quit.  That information is handled by the outside agency 

contracted through Tobacco Free Florida, Professional Data Analysts. They contact a random sample drawn from 

each State of Florida AHEC Center’s list of clients who attended a class and gave a signed consent for follow up.  

The call consists of a 6-7 minute survey and the main outcome question is “Have you used any tobacco, even a 

puff or pinch in the last 30 days?” AHEC gest the total quit rate for the State AHEC classes which is 36%.  AHEC 

does not get individual quit outcomes.  

 


